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1. Australia's obligations to asylum seekers arriving in Australia 
 Labor will always treat asylum seekers asking for our protection with dignity and compassion and 

in accordance with our international obligations.  
 Labor recognises that under the Refugee Convention, asylum seekers have the right to seek 

protection and it is not an illegal act to seek asylum.  
 Labor will also ensure that asylum seekers who arrive by irregular means will not be punished for 

their mode of arrival. 
 Protection claims made in Australia will be assessed by the Australian Government Department of 

Immigration on Australian territory and subject to judicial review.  
 Under no circumstances will Australia abdicate its responsibilities by sending asylum seekers to 

other countries for detention and/or processing. 
 Australia will not engage in the trading of people, in the swapping of asylum seekers whose 

status has not been proven, for refugees waiting in some other country. 
 

2. Refugee Humanitarian and Refugee Family Reunion Quotas 
Labor will raise the quota for refugee entrants, comprising onshore asylum applicants and offshore 
refugee resettlement, to 20,000 per annum, as recommended by the Refugee Council of Australia, 
based on community and sector consultations. In addition, Labor will introduce a separate quota of 
15,000 people per year to cater specifically for Special Humanitarian entrants and Refugee Family 
Reunion. This will sever the link between onshore refugee places and the Special Humanitarian 
Program, which provides the main means for refugee family reunion at present. This recognises the 
importance of family reunion as part of successful refugee resettlement in Australia.  

 
3. Excision of outlying islands 

Labor recognizes that the excision of outlying islands from Australia's migration zone, such as 
Christmas Island, Ashmore Reef and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, is a legal fiction invented by the 
Howard Government in order to make it difficult for people arriving on those islands to apply for 
asylum. Labor will therefore end the excision of outlying islands, and the non-statutory processing of 
asylum seekers on Christmas Island.  
  

4. Rescue at sea 
Labor is committed to ensuring Australia meets its obligations to the maritime principle of rescuing all 
people in distress at sea. 
  

5. People smuggling 
5a. Labor recognises that the phenomenon of people smuggling has a long history arising from the 
need for people to escape from danger and persecution. Labor also recognises that those who decide 
to leave a country in perilous circumstances have the right under the Refugee Convention to 
determine their means of departure. 
 

5b. In order to reduce the numbers of people arriving in Australia by boat, Labor will: 
 
• work with the UNHRC and countries of the region to expedite the claims for refugee status by 

asylum seekers in the region; 
• facilitate resettlement of refugees to countries including Australia; 
• make greater provision for reunion of separated family members of refugees living in 

Australia. 
 
5c. However recognising the risk to life of people travelling on unsafe, unseaworthy and 
overcrowded boats, Labor will: 
 
• impose severe penalties on people smugglers i.e. those responsible for organising people 

smuggling if they endanger life by overloading or using unseaworthy boats   
• exempt persons who organize a boat primarily for their own personal travel and that of their 

families from the classification of people smuggler  
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• ensure protection and repatriation of crew members who are under-age, poverty-stricken and 
may have been coerced into being part of people-smuggling boats. 
 

6. Mandatory detention 
6a. Labor recognises the dehumanising and harmful impact on asylum seekers of the punitive policy 
of imposing long term detention on irregular arrivals, and will therefore work towards the abolition of 
mandatory detention. Labor recognises that mandatory detention is not an effective deterrent. 
Desperate people usually have no choice and are therefore not deterred by the threat of harsh 
detention as they are often fleeing much worse circumstances. Labor also acknowledges that a 
system of compensation may be necessary for the harm done to many hundreds of children and 
adults who have been placed in detention. 
  
6b. In recognition of the harmful effects of long term detention, Labor will ensure that: 
  
• Asylum seekers will be detained only for the shortest practicable period and only for the purposes 

of identity, health and security checks, for a period not exceeding 90 days.  
• Asylum seekers will then be released into the community on bridging visas with work rights, 

Medicare and study rights, pending resolution of their claims for refugee status.  
• Families with children will not be separated under any circumstances. 
• No children or unaccompanied minors shall be detained in immigration detention facilities and 

their community residential accommodation shall be low security.   
• Unaccompanied minors will be housed in community detention or with appropriate foster carers 

and processed for residency as a matter of urgency. They will receive immediate work and 
education rights, Medicare and legal representation. 

• Detention in Immigration Detention Centres beyond 90 days is to be used only as a last resort 
and for the shortest practicable time; should detention continue beyond 90 days for any reason 
DIAC shall be required to obtain a court order to allow this and be subject to regular review.  

• In view of the numerous past failures as a consequence of private sector management of 
immigration detention centres, the management of immigration detention centres will be 
transferred to the public sector.  

• In recognition of the harmful impacts to asylum seekers and high costs of detention centres in 
remote area processing Labor will ensure that all immigration detention facilities shall be located 
within established communities with easy access to community and support services. 

   
7. Political interference in rates of acceptance 

7a.Labor will ensure that applications for refugee status are processed speedily, fairly and impartially 
based on individual merits and will not allow considerations of populism to artificially lower the rates 
of acceptance or to delay processing of any particular groups of asylum seekers. 
 
7b.Accordingly, Labor will ensure that the process of appointment, reappointment, promotion, 
demotion, dismissal, and performance evaluation of Members of the Refugee Review Tribunal is at 
arms-length from the Minister. 
  

8. Non-refoulement 
8a. Labor will comply with the non-refoulement and all other protection obligations Australia has  
voluntarily assumed in signing the UN Refugee Convention and other relevant international  
instruments and will actively engage in the work of the United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and other relevant international and regional agencies.  To this end Labor will ensure that 
failed asylum seekers are not deported to countries which are at war or where internal strife is 
prevalent.  
8b. For failed asylum seekers deported to their home country or to any other country, Labor will 
ensure that the Australian diplomatic mission monitors their wellbeing and reports back to the 
Minister as well as assist Australian NGOs engaged in such monitoring. 
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9. Lifelong detention 
 
The High Court ruling that a failed asylum seeker can be kept in detention for the term of their 
natural life, if they cannot be returned to their country of origin, should be overturned by statute. 
Labor will introduce legislation to this effect. 
  

10. Complementary protection 
In order to ensure protection for persons fleeing serious human rights violations Labor will ensure 
compliance with Australia's refugee protection framework (the Migration Amendment 
(Complementary Protection) Bill 2009.) This Bill implements Australia's obligations under a number of 
international treaties that prevent the return of people to countries of origin, where they risk being 
arbitrarily deprived of their life, including imposition of the death penalty, as well as to people who 
face a substantial risk of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


