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A position paper regarding the crisis situation in Indonesia endorsed by the ALP 
Victorian Branch’s Commonwealth Affairs and Foreign Relations Policy Committee 
 
The ALP (Vic) Commonwealth Affairs and Federal Relations Policy Committee recognises the progressive 
leadership provided by Senator Chris Evans, Minister for Immigration, and applauds him for his measured 
approach to the challenges in his portfolio. It exhorts the Rudd  Labor government: 
  
1. to address Australia’s responsibilities as a signatory to the UN convention to provide an 
assessment process for asylum seekers that is fair, timely and orderly; 
 
2. to end the excision of off-shore territories for migration purposes and the non-statutory processing 
of arrivals on Christmas Island; 
 
3. as a matter of urgency, to consider increasing our intake of refugees with reference to our overall 
migration numbers ;   
 
4. to stand firm against hysterical fear campaigns and sensationalist media coverage of refugee 
issues; 
 
5. to engage with neighbour countries in a true partnership on asylum seeker issues and not to 
succumb to the practice of warehousing asylum seekers in off-shore locations, such as the insidiously 
named ‘Indonesia Solution’. 
 
To that effect, we urge that: 
 
6. there be speedy processing of the refugee claims of asylum seekers presently in Indonesia;  
 
7. the more vulnerable asylum seekers presently in Indonesia be brought to Australia, where 
processing of their claims may be expedited;  
 
8. the Australian government encourage regional partners who are signatories to the Refugee 
Convention to examine their intake of refugees, and to also consider bringing asylum seekers presently in 
Indonesia to their countries for the expeditious processing of claims.   
 
Drawing from the recently released Jessie Taylor and Julian Burnside “Asylum seekers in Indonesia: 
project, initial recommendations, findings & a case study”, we make the following recommendations 
relating to Refugee Status Determination (RSD): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Completed Refugee Status Determination  
 
1. Asylum seekers currently in Indonesia whose RSD has been completed successfully offered 
immediate resettlement in Australia.  
 
2. Asylum seekers currently in Australian funded detention centres in Indonesia whose RSD has 
deemed them not to be refugees, should be accorded a review of their Refugee Status Determination 
procedure, with  
• full regard to the principle of non-refoulement,  
• a willingness to provide complementary protection in borderline cases, 
• timely and fair processing, including access to skilled and appropriate interpreters. 
• Additionally, reviews should take into account trauma suffered in Indonesia, and family links with 
Australia. 

                                                                                                                          
Delayed Refugee Status Determination 
 
Asylum seekers currently in Indonesia whose RSD has not been completed should have their cases 
processed speedily.  Where a positive refugee determination is made, approved asylum seekers should be 
resettled in Australia or New Zealand as a matter of urgency. 
 
3. The RSD of families with children should be processed as a high priority. Where a positive 
refugee determination is made these families should be immediately resettled in Australia or New Zealand. 
 
4. The RSD of unaccompanied minors should be processed as a top priority. Where a positive 
refugee status determination is made, these children should be immediately resettled in Australia.  
 
5. A large number of asylum seekers in Indonesia have relatives or friends who are willing to 
sponsor them to come to Australia, and to assist them to resettle. The RSD for people with family or 
sponsors in Australia should be processed as soon as possible. Where a positive refugee status 
determination is made, these people should be resettled in Australia at the earliest possible opportunity.  
 
Alterations to UNHCR RSD Process  
 
An effective and speedy resettlement process operating out of Indonesia would help to reduce the need for 
asylum seekers to attempt to reach Australia by boat. 
 
6. Australia should build up the capacity of UNHCR Jakarta to ensure that asylum seekers are 
registered, interviewed and processed in an effective, timely and transparent manner.  
 
7. UNHCR RSD processes should be supported by the Australian Department of Immigration. The 
provision of qualified interpreters of the same ethnic group as applicants is particularly crucial. Interpreters 
should be sourced from Australia if none are available in Indonesia. 
 
Review of Australia’s relationship with International Organisation of Migration (IOM) 
 
Australia should review its relationship with IOM and monitor performance levels to ensure that optimal 
care is provided to asylum seekers. The following issues should be particularly addressed: 
 
• IOM  to refrain from urging involuntary returns; 
• IOM to provide accommodation and subsistence supplies that are safe, clean, locally appropriate 
and suitable for children; 
• IOM to provide appropriate medical care and health support for asylum seekers.  
 
Where these requirements are not met to a standard that accords with Australian expectations, funding 
allocations to IOM should be restricted or terminated. 


