
 

 1. Delegates, the most significant motion in the report of the Commonwealth Affairs and 

Federal Relations Policy Committee is that proposing an update to the Party’s platform on 

refugee policy. This update repeats much of the current platform.  

 

2. On offshore processing for example, consider paragraphs 175 and 179 of our proposal: 

 protection claims made in Australia will be assessed by Australians on Australian territory, 

and 

 Such arrangements will result in asylum seekers who arrive by air and sea being treated the 

same when it comes to the processing of their claims and access to support while on bridging 

visas. 

 

3. In the CAFR proposal we go further and, in paragraph 173, suggest ways in which Australia 

can avoid returning new arrivals, principally by expediting the processing of claims in the transit 

country so that those successful may be resettled safely in the destination country. It is worth 

noting that in the decade up to 2012 Australia settled  only 56 refugees from Indonesia per year. 

 

 4. Delegates, paragraph 154 of  the proposed platform states that Australia will adhere to all of 

its international protection obligations under the UDHR, the Refugee Convention and other 

relevant international instruments to which it is a party. One of  these international instruments is 

the Convention on the Rights of the Child and many of the requirements of this Convention are  

not being met on Nauru and Manus. With health for example Article 24 of the Convention 

requires that children be given the highest attainable standard of health and Article 31  requires 

that children be given the right to rest and leisure and to engage in play and recreational 

activities. 

The organization CHILOUT (children out of detention) has on its webpage drawings by children 

on Manus Island, showing them being locked in a cage with the words: 

 

WE ARE IN PNG 

WE ARE IN CAGE 

WE ARE IN JAIL 

Clearly the mental health and recreational needs of these children are not being met. 

With education, Article 28 of the Convention requires that primary education shall be 

compulsory and available free to all. 

The 'education' provided on Nauru however amounts to one hour a day of English language 

classes. There are completely insufficient resources, infrastructure and a number of other huge 

obstacles meaning that anything close to a curriculum based education is not being provided.  

 

5. A final point on offshore processing is the cost. The publicly known allocations to offshore 

processing alone for the Department of Immigration for 2013-14 thus far are in excess of $3.28 

billion. 

 



The Commission of Audit has revealed that it costs $400,000 a year to hold an asylum seeker in 

offshore detention, $239,000 to hold them in detention in Australia, and less than $100,000 for 

an asylum seeker to live in community detention.  In contrast, it is around $40,000 for an asylum 

seeker to live in the community on a bridging visa while their claim is processed.  

6. Delegates both Labor and the Coalition have been sending Tamils back to Sri Lanka in 

contravention of Article 32 of the Refugee Convention which prohibits the refoulement of 

refugees i.e. the forcible return to the country of persecution. Paragraph 153 of the proposal 

repeats the assurance given in the current platform that Labor in Government will comply with 

its non-refoulement obligations. 

7. On the subject of work rights, paragraph 183 repeats the following policy from the current 

platform: 

Labor recognises that people residing in the community should not be arbitrarily deprived of the 

right to work while their claim is being processed. 

Both Labor and the Coalition have prevented people on bridging visas from working and this  

has to be one of the most absurd situations. People need to work to support themselves and the 

community needs people to work. 

I urge delegates to support the humane principles embodied in the Party platform and to adopt 

the report of this policy committee.  

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


